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What are the current threats to academic 
integrity that we should be aware of within 
engineering education?

How should we address these threats?

To Be Considered…





A useful 
tool?



With some 
extra 

features to 
help during 

exams



Cheating is 
not new, 

but threats 
continue to 

emerge



Exam and assignment cheating is 
massive business in the hyper-
connected world

Business is Booming!





A  student uses a third party to produce 
their assessed w ork for them

The Biggest Threat? Contract Cheating



Assignment Outsourcing Requests



Homework 
Help Sites



Codrin 
Cotarlan 

• 196% year-on-year increase in student 
use of Chegg during the pandemic

• Focus on Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics subjects

• Questions of an exam style evident

https://edintegrity.biomedcentral.com/articles/
10.1007/s40979-021-00070-0

https://edintegrity.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1007/s40979-021-00070-0


Tutor Advertising



Hans, 23
Maths
“Our rate is €100 an 
hour”

Jürgen, 26
Computer Science
“I’ve been a tutor at a university 
for four or five years now. I 
supervise study groups and help 
correct exam answers.”

https://www.vice.com/en/article/y3vqkb/ghostwriters-for-hire-university-exams

Hire students from Germany 
to help with your exams?

https://www.vice.com/en/article/y3vqkb/ghostwriters-for-hire-university-exams




Solve your maths 
problems



Generate your written 
assignments



Automatically 
write 

computer 
programs for 

you





How do we ensure that we are assessing 
a student – not a hired worker or a 
machine?

Can we set assignments that engage and 
interest students?

Our Interventions

What do we do to ensure that society has 
confidence in our engineers?



“In a time when technology and society are evolving 
with an increasing pace, engineers educated today 
need to be prepared for the technology, society 
and challenges of tomorrow. This rapid 
development not only has to be mirrored in what we 
teach, but also in how and when we teach.”

https://nordtek.net

https://nordtek.net/


Can we work with
emerging 

technology, rather 
than against it?
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